
The Oregon Air National Guard, 142d Fighter Wing's rich history 
began just prior to World War II when the United States, monitor-
ing the war raging in Europe and China, began focusing less on 
neutrality and more on preparedness. Answering the call to arms, 
Major G. Robert Dodson, an Oregonian serving with the 321st  
Observation Squadron Reserve at Pearson Field, Vancouver,  
Washington, requested the National Guard Bureau's authorization 
to form an Oregon flying unit. His short, official request- "We've got 
people, we've got a place, and we're ready!"- launched the 123d 
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Observation Squadron on April 18, 1941. Five months later the squad-
ron was federally activated under different unit designations flying 
the O-47, BC-1A and later the F-5 reconnaissance version of the 
P-38 in the China-Burma theatre and with others serving in Europe. 
At the war's end, the unit regrouped as the 123rd Fighter Squadron. 
By 1946, the ever-expanding unit was redesignated the 142d Fighter  
Interceptor Group. In 1951, the group mobilized in support of the 
Korean War. After supporting the Korean conflict it remained 
very active in air defense matters through the intervening Cold 

War years, eventually becoming a Fighter Wing in 1995. Since it's  
creation the wing has flown the O-47, BC-1A, F-5, F-51, B-25J, 
F-86, F-94, F-89, F-102, F-101, F-4C, T-33 and a host of support air-
craft. Today the fighting "Redhawks" are proud to continue ser-
vice as a component of the Total Force in defense of our nation  
flying the F-15A/B, providing both continuous air defense and air  
superiority capabilities. With more than 1,000 officers and air-
men, the unit guards the Pacific Northwest skies from northern  
California to the Canadian border, on 24-hour alert as part of 

the North American Air Defense system.  As a vital asset to Air  
Combat Command and Air Expeditionary Force structures, the 
142nd Fighter Wing participates around the globe supporting 
drug interdiction where needed, USAFE air defense, as well as  
contingency operations.

Timeline design by Aaron Perkins

40’s 50’s 60’s 70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s

Aug 1, 1940 - 123d Obs. Sq. formed
March, 1941 - 123d Obs. Sq. began enlistment
April 18, 1941 - 123d Obs. Sq. was federally recognized
May 16, 1941 - 1st aircraft picked up
March 13, 1943 - 123d Obs. Sq. redesignated to 35th 
Photo Recon Sq.
May, 1946 - 35th Photo Recon Sq. redesignated  
to the 123d FS
1948 - 142d Fighter Group formed 
1948 - Vanport flood occurred

1941, BC-1A
1941, O-46A
1941, O-47
1943, A-20 & B-25
1946, P-51 & B-26

1940 - First U.S. Helicopter flight took place
1941 - Penicillin is developed
Dec 7, 1941 - Attack on Pearl Harbor
Dec 8, 1941 - US declares war on Japan
1943 - Polio epidemic struck the US
1944 - Germans introduced the V-1 bomb
June 6, 1944 - Troops land in Normandy
Aug 14, 1945 - Japan Surrenders WWII ends

Feb 1, 1951 - Two ORANG units activated, 123d FIS & 
Weather Station
May 1, 1951 - 142d AC&W activated for Korea
1951 - Nine 123d FS pilots activated for Korea
Nov 1, 1952 -142d FG deactivated, redesignated 142d FIG
March, 1958 - 1st woman joined ORANG

June 25, 1950 - Korean Troops invade South Korea
1950 - FCC issues licence to CBS to begin  
broadcasting in color
July 27, 1953 - Korean war ends 
1956 - African Americans boycott buses in Montgomery, AL
Oct 4, 1957 - Russians launch first satellite Sputnik
March 24, 1958 - Elvis enters the Army
July 7, 1958 - Alaska becomes a state

1952, C-47
1953, F-86A
1954, F-94  
1955, C-45
1957, F-89

1960 - “Super Sergeant” grades E-8 and E-9 were established
Oct, 1960 - 142d AC & WF became 142d CS
1961 - 142d FG graduated the first class of its NCO  
Preparatory Course
May, 1962 - ORANG became the nations “schoolhouse” for 
the F-89 Radar Intercept Officers

1966, F-102A
1966, VC-54E

1972, F-101B 1980, F-4C
1989, F-15A

Continued use of the F-15A 2007, F-15C

1961 - First US forces arrive in Vietnam
1962 - First trans-Atlantic satellite broadcast via the 
Telstar satellite
1963 - JFK assassinated
1964 - The Beatles come to America, spearheading 
the first British Invasion.
1967 - First heart transplantation operation
1968 - First humans to leave Earth’s gravity influence 
and orbit another world: Apollo 8
1969 - ARPANET, the research-oriented prototype of 
the Internet, was introduced.

Oct, 1972 - 142d FG was redesignated the 142d FIG
1972 - CMSgt Pete Trotogott became the first Chief 
Master Sergeant of the ORANG
July, 1973 - Fifth anniversary of women in ANG
Feb, 1974 - Base Exchange opened
1974 - Air Guardsmen and Reservists were allowed to 
where wigs while on duty

1971 - First microprocessors introduced
1971 - Crews of the Apollo 14 and 15 explored the 
surface of the moon
Aug 11, 1972 - The US ended its Vietnam ground 
combat operations
1973 - Oil crisis
Aug 9, 1974 -  Richard Nixon resigns as President
1976 - VHS & Betamax tapes introduced
May, 1977 - Star Wars film released

1980 - 142d FIG transitions from F101 to the F-4C
July, 1983 - A F-4C Phantom crashes into the Pacific  
during a training exercise
Aug, 1985 - ORANG would stand alert in Germany
April, 1986 - Full-scale drug testing began in the ORANG
March, 1987 - 142d FIG awarded Outstanding Unit 
Award for the third time

Jan, 1980 - President Carter ordered an embargo against 
Russia for their invasion of Afghanistan
May 18, 1980 - Mt. St. Helens erupted
April, 1981 - First space shuttle flight
1982 - The A.I.D.S virus surfaces
1984 - The Macintosh computer is introduced
1985 - The Nintendo video game console introduced 
1989 - Protests in Tiananmen Square China
Nov 9, 1989 - Fall of the Berlin wall

Aug 2,1990 - Invasion of Kuwait 
Oct 3, 1990 - Reunification of Germany
Dec 31, 1991 - Cold War officially ended
1992 - The Seattle music scene becomes popular
1993 - Fist Web browser developed
1994 - End of apartheid in Africa
1995 - Balkan War
1999 - Dot-com boom & W2K computer problem

June 11, 1990 - 123d FIS escorted SU-27 Flankers from the 
Soviet Union into US airspace for an airshow
1996 - Base moves F-15’s to local golf course in response 
to a possible flooding

2000 - AEF Operation Northern Watch
April 18, 2001- 60th Annv 123d Ob. Sq.
Jan 5, 2002 - President Bush visits Portland
June 24, 2002 - VP Cheney visits Portland
Sept, 2005 - Hurricane Katrina response
May 5, 2007 - F-15C models arrive
May 8, 2007 - Sec. of the Air Force visits base

Jan, 2000 - Millennium celebration
Sept 11, 2001 - WTC attacked
March 1, 2002 - Invasion of Afghanistan begins
March 20, 2003 -  Operation Iraqi Freedom
June 6, 2004 - 60th anniversary of D-Day
Aug, 2005 - Hurricane Katrina disaster
Aug, 2006 - Pluto demoted to ‘dwarf planet’
Sept 17, 2007 - U.S. Air Force turns 60


